
From Crack Dealer to Salesman: 
Chris Lysen’s Story
If you were to meet him now, you would be hard pressed to find anything about 
Chris Lysen that would suggest the person that he once was. Today, the 31-year-old 
is a successful salesman, model citizen, and a devoted father and husband. Chris 
and his wife Angela live in the suburbs with their four children, aged between 10 
years and 35 days old. He is actively involved in his church as well as his local 
community through his volunteer efforts and his charitable support.
 Yet, back in 2008, things were very different for Chris. At that time he was a 
homeless crack cocaine dealer with no future prospects. In May of that year, after 
having been arrested for nearly fifteen counts of drug trafficking and possession, 
Chris was sitting in a jail cell and had been told by his lawyer to expect a penitentiary sentence of 5 or 6 years. He was released from custody so 

that he could attend treatment before dealing with his charges, though he admits that he didn’t 
really have any interest in getting sober at that time. What Chris really wanted was to get out of 
jail. He admits that he “white-knuckled it” for the first six months before leaving with another 
resident and relapsing. Within three hours of leaving Harvest House, Chris was right back to 
where he had started – on the streets, smoking crack, with nothing to show for it. 
 Chris rushed back to Harvest House and narrowly avoided being sent back to jail. This 
experience made him more serious about completing the program, though he admits that he 
still wasn’t sold on the idea of sobriety. Shortly after his return, Chris had the opportunity to 
complete his high school diploma by participating in Harvest House’s Grade Equivalency 
Diploma program. He says that obtaining his diploma really started to change his perspective. 
For the first time ever he felt that he had something to lose and he started to value his sobriety. 
 One of the places where this new change in Chris’ attitude became evident was in the phone 
room. Like other residents, he participated in Harvest House’s fundraising efforts by picking 
up a phone and trying to sell greeting cards, calendars, and tickets to our charity softball 
tournament. As Chris started to get serious and work harder in the phone room, he noticed that 
he really enjoyed selling.

...continued on page 2
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The Mission of Harvest 
House Ministries is to 
rehabilitate young men 
who are chemically 
dependent, to instill in 
them self-discipline, 
and to reintegrate them 
into society by an inner 
change brought about 
by faith in Jesus Christ.
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“Chris Lysen’s Story” 
continued...
 After successfully completing 
the program, Chris chose to stay 
at Harvest House as a full-time 
volunteer and eventually as a 
staff member. He continued to 
hone his sales skills, becoming 
one of the program’s top 
salesmen. In addition, he worked 
as a driver for our fundraising 
efforts and also managed the 
Values, Influences, and Peers 
program, which helped him 
learn to be comfortable with 
public speaking. 
In June 2011, after having spent 
three years at Harvest House, 
Chris left the program and 
obtained a job selling furniture 
and appliances in a retail store. 
He discovered that the skills set 
he had acquired at Harvest House 
were completely transferable 
to his new job and that selling 
calendars was identical to selling 
couches and refrigerators. In 
addition, he discovered that the 
habits he had been taught in the program, such as dressing for success and being punctual, 
were assets in his new job. Jokingly, he describes how customers often mistake him for the 
store manager because he is always clean shaven and immaculately dressed in a suit and tie.
Just as he had at Harvest House, Chris worked hard and climbed the ranks, becoming one of 
the store’s top salesmen. Having worked there for three and a half years, he now realizes how 
valuable his experiences at Harvest House have been to his career success. 
What makes his story so powerful is that it demonstrates that a complete lifestyle change is 
possible for those who take treatment seriously. Instead of minimizing harm we should be 
maximizing hope, recognizing that in people like Chris our efforts will be well rewarded. 
Despite the fact that they come to treatment broken and leaving a trail of destruction behind 
them, addicts like Chris have the potential to become law-abiding, productive, pillars of our 
community, given the right help, encouragement, and opportunity.

By Daniel Crépault
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Where to Find Us on the Web!
Find out all about harvest house at:
www.harvesthouse.org

Tweet us on Twitter at:
http://www.twitter.com/HHM_Ottawa1979

Follow us on Facebook at:
http://bit.ly/facebookHHouse
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Mailing Address for Tax Receipt:
*If any of your information has changed please update that information here.

Name:            
Address:           
            
Postal Code       Phone #     

Please make your cheque payable to Harvest House Ministries and 
enclose this card to ensure delivery of your tax receipt for donations of 
$10 or more. Charitable Reg No. 132517269RR0001

Harvest House Ministries 3435 Ramsayville Road, Ottawa, ON K1G3N2     Phone: 613-521-9114     www.harvesthouse.org

$30 $50 $75 $100 $250 I prefer to contribute $    

Cheque/Money Order

Visa          Mastercard           Amex

Credit Card No.     

Expiry      

Signature      

I have made a gift to Harvest House in my will.

I would like more information about making a gift to 

Harvest House in my will.

YES! I want to make a difference in my community!
     Your investment goes a long way towards saving lives!

Harvest House Celebrates Another GED Graduating Class!
In 2007 Harvest House began offering residents a course that would prepare them to take the General Educational Diploma test and 
obtain a high school diploma. With the help of dedicated staff and volunteers, the GED program at Harvest House has become an 
amazing success and is still going strong 8 years later. We are pleased to introduce you to our latest graduates.

Kyle Steele
Before coming to 

Harvest House last 
year at the age of 25, 
Kyle’s secondary 
e d u c a t i o n 
experience was 
characterized by 

poor grades, poor 
school attendance, 

and increasing conflicts 
with his peers and teachers. 

Kyle dropped out of school in 
grade 9 and never looked back—until 
he came to Harvest House, where 
he was encouraged by the staff to 
resume his studies. In spite of his past 
experiences, Kyle shows tremendous 
promise and potential and passed the 
GED exam with flying colors. He has 
expressed a desire to study engineering 
at Carleton University and Harvest 
House has pledged to support him and 
help prepare him for this endeavor.

Axel Shayka
Axel came to Canada 

at the age of 10 as 
a refugee from 
the Rwandan 
genocide. He 
says that he began 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g 

with drugs and 
alcohol in grade 10. 

He started skipping 
classes and his grades 

began to steadily worsen. His 
drug use led to his involvement in 
fraud and other crimes, resulting in 
his incarceration and eventually in 
his admission to Harvest House. Axel 
showed an eagerness to participate 
in the GED and he worked hard to 
complete it. Axel has indicated that 
he would like to attend community 
college to become an electrician and 
Harvest House has pledged to support 
him and help prepare him for this step.

Michael Judge
At 33 years old, 

Michael comes to 
Harvest House 
following a 20-
year history of 
chronic substance 
abuse. The 

GED is one of 
several goals that 

Michael set himself at 
Harvest House, including 

competing in running events, 
completing a typing course, and 
dealing with his criminal charges. So 
far Michael has shown that he is willing 
to put in the hard work and dedication 
necessary to achieve his goals and his 
successful completion of the GED has 
shown this once again. Harvest House 
will continue to support Michael as he 
begins to set goals for the next stage in 
his recovery. 

The staff and volunteers of Harvest House Ministries would like to congratulate these young men on their incredible achievement. 
We also want to express our heartfelt thanks to our generous donors, whose support has made the continuation of the GED program 
possible. By Daniel Crépault



Harvest House Ministries 3435 Ramsayville Road, Ottawa, ON K1G3N2     Phone: 613-521-9114     www.harvesthouse.org

YES!   I am interested in supporting Harvest House through easy Monthly Giving!
Your participation in our Monthly Giving Program will have a substantial impact on our program.

I wish to pledge $     per month beginning in the month of                               (all debits occur on the 15th of the month)

Mailing Address for Tax Receipt:

*If any of your information has changed please update that information here.

Name:            
Address:           
            
Postal Code      Phone #     

Please make your cheque payable to Harvest House Ministries and 
enclose this card to ensure delivery of your tax receipt for donations of 
$10 or more. Charitable Reg No. 132517269RR0001

I authorize Harvest House Ministries to debit my:

       Bank Account (enclose void cheque)

       Visa             Mastercard              Amex

Credit Card No.           Expiry:   

Signature:           Date:      
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Donate Online: www.harvesthouse.org

2015 Greeting Card Campaign Kicks Off in Style
If you haven’t already purchased one, now is a great time to buy one of Harvest House’s 
beautiful sets of greeting cards. This year’s themes range from breathtaking sceneries 
and landscapes to vibrantly colourful geometric designs and everything in between. Of 
particular note this year is the unveiling of two gorgeous new collections. The Doors of 
Ottawa collection features three new card sets that showcase the simple elegance of some 
of Ottawa’s most quaint and picturesque neighbourhoods. For those whose tastes are more 
artistic, the Mlady Creations collection in sure to impress and dazzle. Local artist Megan 
Dieroff uses her mastery of lines, patterns, and geometric shapes to bring us two beautiful 
card sets featuring her artistic renderings of the human form and of wild animals. 
Beyond their beauty, quality, and originality, what makes Harvest House’s greeting cards 
so unique is the story of their production. Each card is carefully hand-crafted at the Harvest 
House facility by our residents as part of the Skills Development Program, which offers 
them a chance learn valuable new skills which enhance their self-esteem and their future 
employability. Most amazing of all—many of the card sets showcase the incredible talent 
of Harvest House’s residents and graduates! We are continually amazed by the abilities and 
potential of the men who come to our program and we encourage them at every opportunity. 
The card sets we produce display the best of their efforts to develop their artistic talents 
through photography, drawing, and watercolours. The best part about purchasing a set of 
these remarkable cards is that the donation goes right back into the program and is used to 
help these men get their lives back on track and achieve their full potential.

By Daniel Crépault

Mark your calendars!
2015 Harvest House Events

7th Annual Redemption Run 
Saturday, June 6th 

Harvest House
3435 Ramsayville Rd, Gloucester

Register for this event at 
www.runningroom.com

 6th Annual Jill Ferne 
Golf Tournament

Wednesday, July 8th 
Manderley on the Green

5920 Prince of Wales Dr, North Gower

28th Annual Recovery Cup 
Softball Tournament

Saturday, August 22nd
Centennial Park, Manotick

6
June

8
July

22
August


